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Message from the President
This is going to be another great biennium for SELA! Working together, we can accomplish a lot on behalf of
the library and information profession in the southeast. The joint SCLA/SELA Conference in Charleston was
a great celebration of a successful biennium under Barry Baker’s outstanding leadership. We had more
SELA members at this year’s conference than we had at our last conference on Jekyll Island. Everyone
seemed to enjoy both the conference and the city of Charleston. I want to take this opportunity to thank all
the SELA members who planned programs, presented programs, and chaired or served as members of
SELA committees for the 2000-2002 biennium. It was thanks to all your hard work that the conference was
so successful. I would also like to thank our many colleagues from the South Carolina Library Association
who made us welcome and did so many things to make the conference so enjoyable.
The Southeastern Library Association has a tradition of being one of the most active regional library
associations and a reputation for providing excellent programs at its conferences. It offers beginning
librarians an opportunity for professional service and allows them to make contacts at the regional level that
can serve as a springboard for involvement at the national level. It is not too soon to start thinking about the
opportunities that will be offered at our next conference. In Charleston the SELA board accepted an invitation
from North Carolina to hold a joint conference in 2004 to help celebrate the one hundredth anniversary of the
North Carolina Library Association. The SELA state representatives are helping determine an appropriate
date for that conference.
We will begin planning the 2004 conference at our Leadership Conference in Atlanta in spring 2003. If you
want to participate in that meeting and in planning for the conference, be sure that your committee
preferences are on file with the SELA executive office. We will probably be using the preferences noted on
your 2002 membership form to name committees for the 02-04 biennium. If you have changed your
preference or want to submit a preference, please contact me at <ahamilton@gasou.edu> or by letter or
phone. My information is correct on the SELA web site under <Current Officers>. I look forward to working
with each of you.
Please keep in mind that involvement in SELA activities does not have to involve travel. You can learn the
latest Association news, pose questions to your colleagues, post job openings, and discuss area wide issues
via SELA-L. You can subscribe by sending an e-mail message to <selmaj@mail.ucf.edu>. It is also helpful to
regularly consult the SELA web page at http://sela.lib.ucf.edu/listserv.html. To send a message to the
listserv, send mail to SELA@NEWS.CC.UCF.EDU. Many of the plans for the coming biennium involve
putting information on the web page. Another way to become involved is to participate in a SELA committee.
Much work can be done electronically or at a single time like the Leadership Conference. I want each of you
to have as much input as possible into the Association’s activities. I hope you will make this a biennium to
get more involved in SELA, so you can say that you helped improve southeastern libraries and the
Association!
- Ann Hamilton
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Orlando, Fl 32816-2666. Email: fallen@mail.ucf.edu; phone (407) 823-2564; or fax (407) 823-2529. Membership and
general information about the Southeastern Library Association may be found at http://sela.lib.ucf.edu/.

Conference Wrap-Up
For those who missed it the SELA/SCLA
conference in Charleston was a blockbuster
brimming with educational and entertaining
events. One hardly knows where to start. All
four headline speakers were outstanding.
Many thanks go to our SELA members for
their hard work planning events and making
presentations, and to our friends at SCLA for
hosting so successfully. This issue features
capsule summaries of the headline events,
reports on selected programs, and an
overview of SELA awards presentations.
Pictured below is SELA president Barry Baker
at the Saturday awards brunch.

SELA Breakfast Meeting
Outgoing President Barry Baker welcomed all
and thanked Doug McNamara and Mumford
Library Books of Jacksonville, Florida for their
sponsorship of the breakfast. He introduced
the incoming SELA officers for 2002/04: Ann
Hamilton, President; Judith Gibbons, VicePresident/President-Elect; Diane Baird,
Treasurer and Faith Line, Secretary. Barry
expressed his thanks and appreciation to the
SELA officers of the current biennium: Ann
Hamilton, Vice President; Glenda Neely,
Treasurer and Sybil Boudreaux, Secretary.
Barry also thanked members of the Executive
Board, State Representatives, Section and
Roundtable Officers and Committee chairs,
and SELA administrative coordinator Lauren
Fallon for their service to SELA during his
presidency. Barry recognized Mr. Ed
McBride, of Thompson/GALE for his
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company’s continuing support of the Gale
Group Professional Grants.
In his final formal address to the association
Baker touched on several highlights of the
past two years, in particular the solid financial
condition of SELA; the revitalization of The
Southeastern Librarian; updating of the SELA
website; revision of the SELA handbook; and
the establishment of the Ginny Frankenthaler
Memorial Scholarship in Library Science.
Barry wished to thank Bud and Barbara
Frankenthaler for their wonderful generosity in
establishing the scholarship. He also
recognized Betty Paulk and the SELA
Continuing Education and Professional
Development Committee for their work in
establishing the application procedure for the
scholarship. Barry was pleased to announce
that the 2004 SELA conference will be held
jointly with the North Carolina Library
Association at a location to be determined.
He then handed the gavel over to Ann
Hamilton. Ann (pictured below at the
Saturday brunch) shared with us some of her
vision for the next biennium, to which we all
look forward. It was a wonderful breakfast
event full of celebration of the past two years
and promise for the future.

Presentation of Gale Grants
SELA was pleased once again to be able to
award $500 grants to promising librarians who
demonstrated in their applications outstanding
levels of professional development early in
their career. This program is underwritten
and made possible through the generosity of
The Gale Group. This year Ed McBride, Vice
President of Academic, Public and ARL
Library Sales, was present at the breakfast to
make awards to the following eight librarians:
Susan Benning, branch manager, Reidsville
Public Library, Reidsville, N.C. Susan
received her MLIS from the University of
North Carolina Greensboro in December,
2001. In her application for the GALE grant,
she said that completing her MLIS was a
lifelong goal put on hold earlier by family
commitments.
Erica G. Fields, adult services librarian,
Forsyth County Public Library, Kernersville,
NC. Erica received her MLS from Louisiana
State University in 1999. She received her
Bachelor of Arts in Psychology in 1996 from
Louisiana State University. Erica has been a
member of the Southeastern Library
Association for two years and serves on the
Rothrock Award Committee.
Jill Elaine Grogg, instructional services
librarian, Mississippi State University. Jill
received a Bachelor of Arts in English from
the University of Tennessee at Chattanooga
in 1994 and a Master of Arts in English from
the University of Mississippi in 1998. She
received her MSIS from the University of
Tennessee in 2001. Before becoming a
librarian she was a newspaper staff reporter,
a community desk editor and an adjunct
instructor at a community college.
Sarah J. Hammill, reference librarian, Florida
International University. Jill received her MLS
from Indiana University in 2001. In 1992
Sarah received a Bachelor of Science in
Business Administration and Psychology at
the State University of New York, Oswego.
Before receiving her Master in Library
Science, Sarah was a web page editor,
reference assistant and an associate
instructor at Indiana University.

Meg Meiman, instructional services librarian,
University of Southern Mississippi, received
her Bachelor’s degree in 1992 from
Birmingham-Southern College and her MLIS
from University of Alabama, 2001. She has a
Master of Arts in English from Florida State
University and has finished her coursework
toward a doctorate in English from the
University of Alabama. As an English
instructor, she received commendations for
excellence in teaching 1997-1998 and 19992001.
Karen Minton, virtual library development
specialist, Galileo, Georgia’s Virtual Library.
Karen received her MLIS from the University
of Alabama in 2001. In 1977 Karen received
a Bachelor in Arts in Journalism and Religion
from Tift College and in 1991 a Master in Fine
Arts in creative writing from Wren Wilson
College. Before working in libraries, she
worked for public television in Fairbanks,
Alaska and served in the United States Air
Force.
David Salinero, reference/government
documents librarian, Delta State University.
David received his MLIS from LSU in 1998. In
May 1997 David received a BA in history from
Our Lady of Holy Cross College. As an
undergraduate, he worked as a student
assistant in the college library.
Charles “Wil” Williford Weston, engineering
librarian, University of New Orleans. Wil
received his MLIS from LSU in 1999. In 1991,
Wil received a Bachelor of Arts in English
(Creative Writing Program) from Louisiana
State University and in 1995 a Bachelor of
Science in Geography from Louisiana State
University. Wil has been active in national
and local library organizations and viewed the
SELA conference as an opportunity to foster
new contacts and ties with regional librarians
and libraries.

Looking for information about
SELA?
Check out our website at:
http://sela.lib.ucf.edu/
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Saturday Awards Brunch
Outstanding Southeastern Author
Awards Go to Patchett and Carter
Mary Glenn Hearne, chair, presented SELA’s
2002 Outstanding Author Awards to Ann
Patchett and Jimmy Carter. The following are
highlights of Mary Glenn’s presentation. The
winner of the SELA 2002 Author Award for
fiction is Ann Patchett for her fourth novel Bel
Canto, which won the PEN/Faulkner Award
and Britain’s distinguished Orange Prize. Ann
Patchett is a graduate of St. Bernard
Academy in Nashville; Sarah Lawrence
College in Bronxville, NY and received her
MA from the University of Iowa in Iowa City.
Ms. Patchett is a recipient of a Guggenheim
Fellowship. Last year she spoke to the
Nashville Chapter of the Women’s National
Book Association where she captured and
enthralled her capacity audience with stories
of writing and book tours. Patchett has been
called “an elegant and lyrical writer.” She has
a remarkable capacity to form emotional
connections in unlikely ways as she
demonstrates in Bel Canto, which is loosely
based on the hostage crisis in Lima, Peru and
deals with terrorists and hostage taking which
evolve into love stories, music, language and
life. She states in her letter that she is very
honored to receive this award from the
Southeastern Library Association and sorry
she cannot be present today. It is my privilege
to award to Ann Patchett in absentia the
SELA’s award for her latest work, Bel Canto.
With pride and affection SELA presents the
2002 Book Award for non-fiction to Jimmy
Carter for An Hour Before Daylight. Jimmy
Carter, 39th president of the U.S., has gone on
to have an illustrious career in other areas,
those mainly which show concern and
compassion for others both in this country and
abroad. We have rejoiced with him recently
upon reading of his selection as the recipient
of the Nobel Peace Prize and the one million
dollars which will be used to further the work
of the Carter Center in Atlanta, Georgia. Is it
not interesting that this prize is made at the
same time as the SELA Author Award? Both
are quite different but equally worthy. Other
than the Carter Center and Habitat for
Humanity, Jimmy Carter has devoted himself
4

to writing. He has written 13 books of nonfiction and poetry, some in cooperation with
his wife Rosalyn. The work for which we
honor him today is An Hour Before Daylight,
which deals with his boyhood growing up in
Plains, Georgia. Published in 2001 by Simon
and Schuster, a review of this work by Roy
Reed in the NYT Book Review states that the
“overriding value of this book is its vivid and
well-researched portrait of rural Southern life
during the hard times of the 1920’s and 30’s.
…two things make this book special. First, it
(is) …dead honest … Second the boy whose
story it tells grew up to be not just president of
the US but one of the great Americans of our
time.” Jimmy Carter could not be with us
today but asked that his gratitude be
expressed to you for thinking of him. He also
sends his best wishes. Lauren Fallon will
personally take the plaque honoring Mr.
Carter to the Carter Center.
- Mary Glenn Hearne

Sequoyah (Georgia) Library System
Presented Outstanding Southeastern
Library Program Award
Each biennium SELA recognizes an
outstanding program of service in an
academic, public, school or special library in a
SELA member state. This year’s winner is
The Sequoyah Regional Library System,
Canton, Georgia, for its series of programs in
2002 entitled “Journey Through Prejudice”.
The project, co-sponsored by the Georgia
Commission on the Holocaust, was designed
to stimulate discussion on issues of
discrimination and prejudice. Additional
support was made possible through the
Georgia Humanities Council and the National
Endowment for the Humanities. Pictured
below l. to r. are SELA president Barry Baker,
Sequoyah Library System director Joan H.
Adam, and Nanette Kicker, assistant director.
- Presentation made by Barry Baker

Rothrock Award Given to Samuel
Morrison

Ginny Frankenthaler Memorial
Scholarship in Library Science

The Rothrock Award was established in 1976
from the will of Mary Rothrock to honor a
librarian who has contributed substantially to
the furtherance of librarianship in the
Southeast during a career. The award
bestows a plaque and monetary gift. This
year’s recipient has been active in libraries for
over 27 years. He has been an active voice
for the value of libraries and in particular
public libraries, and their growth and
improvement since his early days in Florida
when he headed a project to bring public
library service to migrant farm workers in the
Everglades. He served as associate director
of the Broward County Public Library during
its period of greatest growth and expansion
and provided energy and leadership to a
system which has become a national model
for new practices and levels of service.
Broward County Public Library, under his
leadership, was chosen Library of the Year by
Library Journal in 1996. Today he is not able
to be to be with us because he is presiding
over his dream come true – the grand
opening of the African-American Research
Library and Cultural Center, located in Ft.
Lauderdale, Florida. The 2002 SELA
Rothrock Award winner is Samuel F.
Morrison, Director of the Broward County
Library System. Here to accept the award on
behalf of Samuel Morrison is Sylvia Sprinkle
Hamlin, Director, Forsyth County (NC) Public
Library. (Baker and Sprinkle Hamlin pictured
below)
- Barry Baker

Bud Frankenthaler, founder and trustee of the
Frankenthaler Memorial Fund, Inc.,
accompanied by his present wife, Barbara,
secretary of the Fund, presented two $2,000
awards for the Ginny Frankenthaler Memorial
Scholarship in Library Science at the
Saturday brunch of the Southeastern Library
Association (SELA) conference. Adrienne
Lee, who grew up in Fairhope, Alabama and
has lived in Mobile for the last four years, and
Ann Lafferty Lee from Huntsville, Alabama,
are the 2002 recipients of the scholarship,
named in memory of Frankenthaler’s first
wife, who felt that our free library system was
the basis for a good life. She believed that
the greatest gifts a human being can have are
good memories and education, both of which
are supplied free by our public library system.
The purpose of the scholarship is to recruit
beginning professional librarians with the
potential for leadership and the commitment
to service in libraries in the southeastern
USA. The scholarship provides financial
assistance toward completion of a graduate
degree in Library Science from an American
Library Association accredited institution. Both
recipients of this year’s award are attending
the University of Alabama in Tuscaloosa. Ms.
Adrienne Lee, who received her English
degree from the University of South Alabama,
plans to work as an Instructional Services
Librarian in an academic library, pursue her
graduate degree in English, and write and
publish on Library & Information Science. Ms.
Ann Lee is continuing her education at the
University of Alabama where she received a
degree in French, and would like to become a
Young Adult librarian in a public library.
Pictured below L. to R. are Betty Paulk, Barry
Baker, Barbara Frankenthaler, Adrienne Lee,
Ann Lee, and Bud Frankenthaler.
- Betty Paulk, chair, Ginny Frankenthaler
Memorial Scholarship committee
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SELA Bestows Mary Glenn Hearne
with Honorary Membership
Honorary membership in the Southeastern
Library Association is conferred on
individuals for significant contributions to
librarianship in the Southeast that are of
more than passing importance. This year’s
recipient meets all of the criteria for the
award – and then some. She graduated
from the University of Alabama with both a
BS and an MA in history. She also studied
at the University of Southern California,
Harvard University, and George Peabody
College, where she received her Masters in
Library Science and an Ed.S degree. She
is a member of Beta Phi Mu and Phi Alpha
Theta, an honorary history fraternity.
Nationally, she has been an active member
of the American Library Association since
1975. She has been very active in the
Women’s National Book Association
(WNBA) for three decades, serving as
president of both the local and national
associations. She has served as a
member of the Board of Directors of the
National Genealogical Association from
1999 to the present; as President of the
Middle Tennessee Genealogical Society
and a member of its board for ten years.
She has lectured at local, regional, and
national genealogical meetings. As a
member of SELA she has chaired various
committees and is the current chair of the
Outstanding Southeastern Author Award
Committee. In Tennessee she has held
many leadership roles, serving as
president and Treasurer of the Tennessee
Library Association, chair of the Executive
Council of the Mid-State Library
Association, president of the Nashville
Library Club, Board of Directors and Vice
President of the Tennessee Historical
Society, president of Altrusa, a womens’
service organization, president of the InterMuseum Council of Nashville, a member of
the League of Women Voters, and the
American Association of University
Women. She has several publications to
her credit and has assisted with numerous
local and national book publications. She
co-founded “Paragraphs from Nashville
History,” a book and lecture series
spanning two decades, which published six
6

volumes. She has led a life of service,
whether it be in the many classes and
workshops on genealogy, as a book
reviewer, or in directing the Nashville
Room in the Nashville Public Library, which
she founded in 1966 and was responsible
for building to become Middle Tennessee’s
largest public library collection of historical
research. She just recently retired from
this position. She is a good representative
of SELA and the library profession, and
those of you who know her would agree
that I’ve hardly scratched the surface in
listing some of her accomplishments and
qualifications. But I’m sure all of you would
readily agree with our choice as this year’s
recipient of the Southeastern Library
Association’s Honorary Membership
Award: Mary Glenn Hearne.
- Jim Ward, chair, SELA Honorary
Membership Committee
Pictured below are Jim Ward and Mary Glenn
Hearne.

Call for Articles
The Southeastern Librarian seeks to
publish articles, announcements, and
news of professional interest to the
library community in the southeast.
Articles need not be of a scholarly
nature but should address professional
concerns of the library community.
SELn particularly seeks articles that
have a broad southeastern scope
and/or address topics identified as
timely or important by SELA sections,
round tables, or committees.
Submissions should be directed to
Frank R. Allen, SELn Editor, University
of Central Florida, P.O. Box 162666,
Orlando, Florida 32816-2666,
fallen@mail.ucf.edu.

Capsules from addresses of
featured speakers
Engel’s “The Dickens Nobody Knows”
Dr. Elliot Engel put on his usual stellar
presentation, lecturing on the life and times of
Charles Dickens. For those who have heard
an Engel lecture it seems in vain to
summarize in print because Engel’s theatrical
delivery is as important as the content itself.
Dressed in period costume, Engel opens up
with the line, “Dickens was far more
fascinating than anything he ever wrote. The
most fascinating thing? Charles Dickens
earned $68 million in his life in today’s dollars
and is the number one selling author that we
still study in school. And how did he do it?”
We are hooked from the beginning and Engel
begins his tale of how Dickens received his
first big break as a writer with the Pickwick
Papers. Dickens’ money making genius is
due as much to his knack for promotion as to
his writing talents. The Pickwick Papers were
initially sold as serial paperbacks using cheap
newsprint to keep the cost low. As the
popularity of each volume grew it dawned on
Dickens that he could re-release the sets as a
hardbound volume. As soon as his last
installment was complete his publisher
produced the limited edition Pickwick Papers
in a single hardbound volume with gold gilded
pages. It sold tremendously. Dickens then
hired runners to go door to door in London
and buy up the original newsprint editions of
the Pickwick Papers, which by then were
stashed in attics and closets. He produced a
Collectors Edition Pickwick Papers using the
original newsprint pages bound into a single
volume. It was an instant best seller. Dickens
had thus succeeded in selling the same story
three times, and in many cases to the same
readers. Another fascinating fact: Dickens
was the first fiction writer to use a child as a
central character. Engel points out that
virtually every novel Dickens wrote after and
including Oliver Twist featured either a sick
child, a mistreated child or a dying child.
Dickens was smart enough to know that
children make a good story and a great draw.
Engel continued with additional vignettes of
the marketing genius of Charles Dickens. For
more information about Dr. Elliot Engel go to
http://www.mediaconsultants.com/ee.htm

Dori Sanders Shares Life Stories
Popular southern author Dori Sanders shared
some of her life stories, opening with a
confession that she is more comfortable on a
tractor than she is writing. Her family has
been farming on the same land since 1915.
Her father would tell her as child “If you can
read you can go anywhere.” Sanders own
version of her father’s wisdom is “Reading
prepares the minds and teases the reader’s
curiosity. Chance prepares only the favored
mind.” Dori shared a childhood memory of
watching a funeral procession and how it
inspired her to write her first novel, Clover. It
was the faces of the persons in the
automobiles as they passed by, particularly
that of a young African-American girl and an
older white woman, that formed a lasting
impression. Inspiration for her second novel
was more earthly – she had forgotten to pay
the income taxes from royalties on the first
novel and needed cash! In both of these
novels food plays a big part of the story, and
in fact is a big part of her life. Having noticed,
her editor convinced her to write a cookbook.
This is when the contrast between big-city
publisher and country girl writing recipes on
the back of an envelope becomes humorous.
The publisher hired a food editor, who asked
questions such as “What pan size should the
cook use?” To which Dori says “use one big
enough to hold the ingredients!” Next
question . . . How long should you cook it?
Dori’s response: “long enough to cook the
food.” The worst question is “How many will
the dish serve?” To which Dori says smiling “it
depends on who is eating!” Dori is currently
working on an autobiography of her
childhood. It is largely a story of her father
who, with 10 children to care for, did not have
a lot of time for each individual child. He was
so busy that when Dori or one of her siblings
complained to Daddy, his response was to put
it in writing and leave a note on his desk. He
would then conduct mock courtroom hearings
to settle disputes between siblings. It is clear
from her tone that she held her father in high
respect. In closing, Dori shared with pride
that her classic novel Clover is now available
in over six foreign languages. Dori Sanders
has transcended to international prominence.

7

Freedman Speaks Out on Better
Salaries
ALA president Maurice Freedman gave a
rousing address on the importance of
increasing salaries in the profession now, and
not waiting for it to happen gradually over
time. Dr. Freedman is traveling the country
speaking to a number of library association
conferences this year with his message, the
centerpiece of his presidency. First and
foremost, librarians must move past their own
perception of themselves as selfless
dedicated workers who are willing to accept
any rate of pay because of a higher sense of
“doing good” within society. Second, librarians
must promote a better understanding of what
they accomplish in their daily work. A
common refrain we hear about our work, that
“we must read a lot each day”, must be met
by enlightening others of the increasing
complexity of the work of librarians, and the
knowledge and level of education necessary
to perform at a professional level. Lastly,
librarians must all contribute to the cause for
gender pay equity. Women have been
discriminated against in a number of ways for
too long, compensation being just one way.
Freedman stressed the importance of taking
action and not just talking about the issues.
He advocates use of the “Better Salaries
Toolkit” that has been produced by ALA’s
“Better Salaries and Pay Equity for Library
Workers Taskforce”, available at
http://www.ala.org/pio/advocacy/better_salarie
stoolkit.pdf . Freedman emphasizes that one
of the chief elements in developing a
successful campaign is for the library to
conduct salary surveys at the local level,
comparing the work of librarians and library
staff with positions requiring a comparable
skill set. With data in hand, we move toward
a more proactive posture that is generally
better received than simply making pleas for
better pay. Freedman’s speech was
emotional but very proscriptive in laying out
concrete formulas and strategies, something
that has generally been missing from the
salary equity dialog.

Charlestonian Robert Jordan Reflects
on the Life of a Writer
Introduced by Citadel Library Director Angie
LeClercq, author Robert Jordan is a native of
8

Charleston and Citadel Class of ’74 graduate.
He majored in Physics and upon graduating
went on to serve two tours of duty in Vietnam.
He is the most widely published author from
the Citadel, and in addition to his most
popular works has also written historical
novels and a western. Jordan is best known
for his “Conan” and “Wheel of Time” series.
In his address Jordan shared some memories
from childhood and early adulthood, first
describing his love of books and his 13,000
volume library. As a boy he knew he was
going to be a writer even before he could
read, by the tall tales he would tell his family
and neighbors. Every room in his parents’
house except the dining room and bathroom
held books. The first book he remembers
partially reading was White Fang, after which
he went on to Tom Sawyer and Huck Finn. He
received his first library card at age six and
spent considerable time in public libraries as a
child. Small boys wandering in the adult
section got noticed, he recalled, but by
lingering in the reference section he would not
be confronted. He educated himself in the
reference section of the Charleston County
Library. At age five he wanted to be writer but
by the age of nine he had learned that writers
did not make much money, so his interests
broadened. After his Vietnam tours he took a
position as a physicist with the U.S.
government, thinking this would lead to a wellpaying position in private industry, after which
he would find the time to write. A serious knee
injury at age 30 however changed his life.
During recuperation he experienced a
revelation that if he was ever going to write
seriously now was the time, and so his writing
career began. Jordan closed his formal
remarks by philosophizing that writers (good
writers) have one of the few chances of
immortality. Painters and sculptors can be
copied but a writer’s name is always attached
to his work. The problem is that you don’t
know while you are alive if you are any good!
If people are reading his books 100 years
from now, Jordan figures he will be judged as
a good writer. Jordan expressed his thanks to
the librarians in the audience for supporting
his works and entertained questions for a
lengthy period.

Selected Other Conference
Program Summaries
Session:

Cataloging 095: Beginning
Cataloging for Non-Catalogers
Speaker:
Diane Brown, SOLINET
Ms. Brown developed a 90-minute
presentation that highlighted the different
aspects of cataloging for individuals not
trained in cataloging. Ms. Brown touched on
the Who, What, Why, How, and Where
aspects of cataloging. Specifically, the
workshop addressed such questions as What
is Cataloging, Why Should I Do It; Where Do I
Start; What Is Copy Cataloging, What Do I
Need To Know, What Information Is
Important, How Do I Determine Access
Points, What Is MARC, and How Do I
Create/Maintain My OPAC. The participants
asked a number of questions related to their
specific situation. Ms. Brown presented
exercises to test the audience’s new skills.
- Hal Mendelsohn reporting

Session:

Virtual Reference: From
Experiment to Everyday
Science
Speaker:
Josh Boyer, North Carolina
State University
Mr. Boyer’s discussion about virtual reference
centered on his experiences at North Carolina
State University. Boyer described how the
program was developed and has expanded
over the years. The ninety-minute
presentation touched on such issues as the
growth in number of daily inquiries, names of
proxy servers used at North Carolina State
University and other virtual reference library
sites, difficulty in evaluating a librarian’s
performance while doing virtual reference,
initial cost of setting up a system and ongoing
cost, staffing patterns, number of librarians
involved in the service, service hours, length
of shifts, and location for conducting virtual
reference. Mr. Boyer finished his discussion
by describing a 24/7 service. Virtual reference
could be regional or nationwide, depending on
the collaboration between different library
systems.
- Hal Mendelsohn reporting

Session:

New Voices (Papers presented
by new librarians)
Speaker:
Rachel Viggiano (University of
Central Florida, Orlando)
Julie Griffith (University of
Alabama School of Law,
Tuscaloosa, AL)
Viggiano and Griffith discussed their
professional experiences during their first year
in the library field. Griffith described her
experience cataloging materials from former
Supreme Court Justice Hugo L. Black’s
personal and professional collection. Griffith’s
experience included cataloging books,
papers, photographs, clothing, and other
materials. A room was created at the
University of Alabama School of Law,
Tuscaloosa, replicating Black’s Alexandria,
Virginia study. Viggiano’s presentation
focused on the issue of distance education
and those who are considered distance
learners. Viggiano touched on such issues as
reference service, cost of services, remote
access, document delivery/interlibrary loan,
distinguishing and determining who is a
distance learner, and marketing services to
them.
- Hal Mendelsohn reporting
Session:

Promoting Information Literacy:
Best Practices in the Southeast
Moderator:
Naomi Sutherland
Four speakers spoke on the subject of
information literacy and how they promote the
concept at their different institutions. Mary
Beth Applin, University of Southern
Mississippi, discussed ACRL’s Best Practices
Initiative (characteristics that attempt to
articulate the elements of best practices in
carrying out an information literacy program
for undergraduate students whether in a fouryear or two-year institution). Jim Jenkins,
Auburn University, discussed the importance
of administrative and institutional support for
information literacy. Cathy Eckman, Midlands
Technical College, also discussed the
importance of administrative and institutional
support plus collaboration between faulty and
the library, and assessment of the college’s
information literacy program. Margaret Fain,
Costal Carolina University, described the
library’s collaboration process, planning an
information literacy program with faculty, and
various ways the library works with faculty to
insure students receive information literacy
training.
- Hal Mendelsohn reporting
9

Stateside News
Florida
The African-American Research Library and
Cultural Center formally opened October 26.
Located in Fort Lauderdale, the 60,000
square foot center will be the third of its kind
in the United Sates, joining the Schomburg
Center for Research in Black Culture in New
York and the Auburn Avenue Research
Library in Atlanta.
Broward County Library director Samuel F.
Morrison commented, "In human terms, this
place will allow our children to learn about
themselves. It will also attract scholars and
historians, even filmmakers. They will also be
looking for the same things, the history of
black people."
The cultural and community component
consists of a 300 seat state-of-the art
auditorium; 5,000 feet of gallery space
showcasing permanent and traveling exhibits;
seminar and meeting rooms for community
organizations and a multimedia area.
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The library and research component offers an
array of community services, including an
unparalleled collection of 75,000 books,
artifacts and documents full of the rich history
and culture of persons of African descent; an
interactive youth center; a computer lab
equipped with best-of-class technology; and a
full service small business resource center.
The special collections include the Daniel M.
Johnson Collection; Dorothy Porter Wesley
Collection; Osemwegie Ebohon Collection
(Benin City, Nigeria); Alex Haley Collection;
Hewitt Haitian Art Collection; Sixto Campano
Sheet Music Collection; Kitty Oliver Oral
History Collection; Fisk University Collection
and the Rev. Maurice Dawkins Collection;
Services will include a computer lab; minority
business resources; programs, special
events, seminars and cultural activities;
lifelong learning and literacy programs;
research support; youth and young adult
programs; and community outreach
programs. For more information, visit the
library website at www.broward.org/aarlcc .

Georgia
Emory University Receives Gift of AfricanAmerican Cultural Arts Archive
Artist and filmmaker Camille Billops and
theater historian James V. Hatch have
donated to the Special Collections and
Archives of Emory University a significant
portion of a collection of African-American
cultural art assembled over the past thirty-five
years. Emory's Curator of African American
Collections Randall Burkett describes the
Camille Billops and James V. Hatch Archives
at Emory University as perhaps the most
important collection of materials related to
20th century African American arts and letters
in private hands. With a grant from the
National Endowment for the Humanities,
Hatch and Billops began to conduct oral
histories with artists in all disciplines—art,
cinema, dance, drama, literature, music—and
on related educational and political topics.
Billops began photographing the works of
black artists in exhibitions and private
collections. To complement this project that
now numbers nearly 10,000 slides, they
assembled a library of books, periodicals, and
clippings. Materials to be transferred to
Emory include the oral history tapes,
typescripts of unpublished plays, posters,
photographs, and more than one hundred
boxes of books and periodicals.

Louisiana
UL Lafayette Acquisitions
The Edith Garland Dupré Library, UL
Lafayette, has acquired a rare document on
the Acadian expulsion from Nova Scotia. The
letter, written by Major General John Winslow
of the Massachusetts Militia in 1755,
discloses the ethnic cleansing tactics used
against the Acadians. Through the
cooperation of Dupré Library Director Charles
Triche and local musician Zachary Richard,
the manuscript was purchased from a New
England book dealer. It will be housed in the
Special Collections Department at Dupré
Library.

Specialist with the LSU Law Library); Jackie
Choate, 2nd Vice President (Director of the
Vermillion Parish Library); Judy Smith,
Secretary (Louisiana Section of the State
Library of Louisiana); and Katherine Wall,
Parliamentarian (Head of Technical Services,
Ouachita Parish Library).
Conference Planning On Schedule
The 2003 LLA Conference will be held March
18-20 at the Lamar-Dixon Center in
Gonzales, Louisiana. Featured speakers will
include Kimberly Willis Holt and Rhonda Rich.
Highlights will include an all conference
awards reception, which will take the form of
a South Louisiana Food and Music Festival.
For more information on the conference,
please visit the LLA website at
www.llaonline.org

Mississippi
MLC Town Meetings Well Received
The Wild West came to Mississippi libraries in
May during a series of Town Meetings
sponsored by the Mississippi Library
Commission (MLC). Staff from four divisions
presented "Partners: MLC and Public
Libraries" to 245 librarians in Grenada,
Flowood, McComb, and Hattiesburg. The
program began with a rousing welcome from
Cowboy Bob, alias Steven Toepper, new
Director of Library Services, followed by the
quiz show "Who Wants to be a Partner"
hosted by "Regetta Philben Smith," a.k.a.
Executive Director Sharman Smith. (See
photo of Steven Toepper below). The
audience assisted contestants as they
answered questions about MLC staff and
services to win chocolate coins and compete
for a grand prize. Concluding the program,
the Library Development staff performed a
skit and sang a song which highlighted their
responsibilities and encouraged librarians to
call on MLC for assistance.

News from Louisiana Library Association
(LLA)
New LLA Officers include: Angelle
Deshautelles, President (Director of the
Ascension Parish Library); Charlene Cain,
Vice President/President Elect (Subject
11

North Carolina
NCSU Libraries Receives Grant to Build
Resources Unique to North Carolina
The NCSU Libraries received two grants
totaling almost $175,000 that will preserve
and build collections unique to North Carolina
in agriculture and rural life and in the history
of forestry. A $124,490 grant was awarded to
the Libraries by the National Endowment for
the Humanities (NEH) in conjunction with the
U.S. Agricultural Information Network
(USAIN) for preserving literature related to
agriculture and rural life from 1820 to 1945.
Another $50,000 grant was made to the
Libraries by the State Library of North
Carolina, through the 2002/2003 Library
Services and Technologies Act (LSTA) to
expand development of a "History of
Forestry" Web site, adding special collections
from the College of Natural Resources at NC
State and forestry image archives from the
University of North Carolina at Asheville. The
grant focuses on documents from the years
1820 to 1945, when first-generation woodpulp paper was introduced and used
extensively in the world of printing.
Jackson Library (Greensboro) Honored
Jackson Library at UNC Greensboro has
been named a Literary Landmark by Friends
of Libraries USA. The designation was
awarded based on the Library's place in the
literary heritage of the University and on
collections of the papers and works of
prominent faculty members, such as Randall
Jarrell.
NCSU Receives Million-Dollar Gift
A couple from North Carolina, who wish to
remain anonymous, recently established a
charitable remainder trust worth more than
one million dollars for the North Carolina
State University Libraries. The trust will fund
an unrestricted endowment for the Libraries.
Susan K. Nutter, vice provost and director of
Libraries, said, "Not only is this extremely
generous gift one of the largest and most
important gifts ever received by the Libraries,
it is also a vote of high confidence in our
collection, services and staff. The endowment
is intended to provide flexible funding to meet
future needs of the NCSU Libraries that
cannot be fully met through other funding
12

sources. In this difficult year of budget
reduction this unrestricted gift is an
inspiration."
NCSU Libraries Awarded Preservation
Grant For Textiles Industry Material
The North Carolina State University Libraries
has received a grant of services from the
Southeast Library Network (SOLINET) worth
an estimated $80,000. The Libraries will use
its grant to preserve an important collection of
research documents ranging in age from fifty
to 150 years old on the development of
industry, particularly the textiles industry, in
the American South. SOLINET will administer
the grant as part of its Cooperative
Preservation Microfilming Project (CPMP),
with money coming from the National
Endowment for the Humanities (NEH) and
the U.S. Congress. To learn more about
CPMP and other preservation projects,
contact Scott Devine, head of the
Preservation Department at NCSU Libraries.
He may be reached at
scott_devine@ncsu.edu or (919) 513-1226.

South Carolina
University of South Carolina acquires WWI
Collection
A major collection of the works of World War I
poet-painter, Isaac Rosenberg, (1890-1918)
has been acquired by the University of South
Carolina’s Thomas Cooper Library. The
collection includes Rosenberg’s first and
rarest book, Night and Day (1912), one of
three known copies. With material on other
Great War poets, the new collection came by
gift-purchase from Rosenberg’s biographer,
Prof. Joseph Cohen. Isaac Rosenberg,
recognized as the first significant Jewish poet
in English literature, was (with Rupert Brooke
and Owen) one of the three major poets killed
in the Great War, and the only one who
served in the ranks. The Cohen Collection’s
copy of Night and Day has an additional
manuscript poem by the author. Copies of
Rosenberg’s other two pamphlets are in
Thomas Cooper Library's Joseph M. Bruccoli
Great War Collection. Only two other
libraries in the world (Yale and Oxford) have
all three of Rosenberg's publications.

Furman University Library Turns into
Intensive Construction Unit
If you happen by Furman University’s James
B. Duke Library and notice the entire staff
decked out in operating room scrubs, don’t
worry. The light green outfits, syringes and
surgical masks are the group’s light-hearted
way of coping with the many inconveniences
associated with a $25 million renovation of
their building, Furman’s largest single
construction project since the
1960s. (See photo below). Welcome to ICU
(Intensive Construction Unit) Life in the
Library, a place of endless medical
metaphors. Need help with research? You’ll
have to visit the temporarily displaced and
renamed emergency room, formerly known
as the reference desk. The acquisitions
department, an area where new books are
processed and placed into circulation, is now
the maternity ward. Library director Janis
Bandelin is the chief of staff. And the serials
department has been dubbed the psychiatric
ward. Cataloging is the operating room and
archives has been renamed the morgue.
“This is a two-year expansion and renovation
project which requires library offices,
services, and collections to move several

times,” Bandelin said. “Humor is a terrific
vehicle for effectively promoting the building
project to the Furman community and
enhancing staff morale.”
University of South Carolina Library
Opens Heller Exhibit
An exhibit featuring the life and writing of
American novelist Joseph Heller (1923-1999)
opened at the University of South Carolina's
Thomas Cooper Library on October 10. The
exhibition is chiefly drawn from USC's Joseph
Heller Archive, which houses over 150,000
pages, drafts, typescripts, and items of
correspondence documenting Heller's
achievements over a period of 30 years.
The exhibition charts Heller's career, from his
New York childhood and war service in North
Africa and Italy, through his early writing and
screenplays and the great success of Catch22 (1962) as book, film, and play, to the
succession of major novels that followed.
The Joseph Heller archive, acquired by USC
in 1997 with Heller's active involvement and
support, is the largest single collection
anywhere supporting research on Heller's
work.
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People News
Anne Berkley is retiring January 1st after
24+ years as a reference librarian at Durham
County, North Carolina, Library. She has
been in charge of the library’s NC Collection,
and more recently, Head of Reference.

Teresa Burk has been selected as the first
Woodruff Librarian Fellow for the General
Libraries of Emory University. During her
yearlong fellowship she will work as a
beginning librarian in the special collections
and archives division. Teresa completed her
Master of Science, Library and Information
Science at the University of Illinois, UrbanaChampaign in May 2002.

David Clapp, was appointed director of the
Chattanooga-Hamilton County Bicentennial
Library, October 15. He had served as
assistant director of extension services for 13
years. Earlier in his career Clapp served as
head librarian of the Rogers Park and
Clearing branches of the Chicago Public
Library System. Clapp received a Certificate
of Advanced Study from the University of
Chicago in Information Management and a
M.S. from the University of Illinois at Urbana
Champaign in Library Science. He graduated
from Tulane University in 1975 with a B.A. in
Greek.

Dr. Claudia Gollop, an associate professor
at UNC-Chapel Hill’s School of Information
and Library Science (SILS), recently received
a grant supplement for $110,523 to continue
a research project titled “Analytic Techniques
for Qualitative Metasynthesis.” The award is
from the National Institute of Nursing
Research/National Institutes of Health and
will support this project rhough February
2005.

Darrick Hart, 30, preservation archivist and
assistant conservator at the Arthur E.
Holman, Jr. Conservation Laboratory at the
University of South Carolina in Columbia,
died September 30 of undisclosed causes.
In July, 2002, Julie C. Harwell joined
EBSCO Information Services as training
specialist. Julie has an MLIS from the
University of Alabama, where she also
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worked in the Gorgas and Health Sciences
libraries. She spent some time as a
SOLINET trainer and also as an academic
librarian. She is doing training for EBSCO
personnel and EBSCO customers on several
Web-based services for EBSCO Subscription
Services.

Julie Hunter, has been named the new
director of the African-American Research
Library (AARLCC) and Cultural Center, Fort
Lauderdale, FL. Hunter is a management and
administrative specialist with more than 33
years experience in library administration,
education, lecturing, speech-writing and
employee motivation. A native of South
Carolina, Hunter has a masters degree in
library science from Atlanta University, has
published articles in several professional
journals, received many awards for library
service and community leadership, and is a
member of numerous professional
associations and learned societies.

Jolee Childs Hussey was appointed by
Governor Ronnie Musgrove July 1 to serve a
five-year term on the Board of
Commissioners of the Mississippi Library
Commission (MLC). Included among the
eight names submitted to the Governor by the
Mississippi Library Association, Hussey
succeeds Dr. Russell Burns of Brookhaven
as the trustee representative. She currently
serves as a trustee on the First Regional
Library Board of Trustees. In a recent
interview Ms. Hussey said, "I am honored to
serve on MLC's Board of Commissioners and
to have an opportunity to serve my state and
her libraries."
Dr. Wallace Koehler has been named
director of the Library and Information
Science program at Valdosta State
University. Dr. Koehler came to the VSU
MLIS program in July 2001. He received his
PhD from Cornell University in 1977 and his
MS in information science from the University
of Tennessee in 1997.
Venable Lawson, former head of Emory
University's Division of Library and
Information Management, was awarded the
Emory Medal during Emory's 2002 Alumni
Weekend in recognition of his outstanding
service to the University, the Emory libraries,

the library profession and the Druid Hills
community of Atlanta during his more than
50-year association with Emory. The Alumni
Medal is Emory University's highest
recognition after the Honorary Degree.
Lawson continues to support Emory in his
retirement by his active participation in a
number of campus and community groups.

reference libraries based upon her doctoral
dissertation.

Carol Ou has been appointed electronic
resources cataloger for the General Libraries
of Emory University. She received her MLS
in May, 2002 from Simmons College and
earned a BA in history from the University of
Pennsylvania in 2000.

Vince Mariner has been promoted to
Assistant Director of the Southwest Florida
Library Network (SWFLN). Vince will
continue to direct SWFLN’s “Digitizing
Southwest Florida’s Heritage” program, and
he will be providing much of the grant writing
and reporting in the upcoming year. Vince
has been with SWFLN since June of 1999.

Laura Kane McElfresh has been
appointed electronic resources cataloger for
the General Libraries of Emory University.
She received her MLS from Syracuse
University in 2002, earned a MS in Science
from the University of Houston in 1998 as
well as a BA in Mathematics from Rice
University in 1995.

Lars Meyer has been appointed
preservation officer for the Emory University
Libraries. He comes to Emory from the
Columbia University Libraries where he
served as assistant director for Preservation
Reformatting. He received his MLIS from the
University of Texas at Austin. He holds
several leadership positions in the
preservation and reformatting section of ALA
and has contributed his expertise in digitizing
microfilm to RLG's microfilming handbooks.

Dr. Marcia Myers, 61, passed away August
23. She earned her Bachelor of Economics
degree at Thiel College in Greenville,
Pennsylvania. She earned her Masters in
Library Science from the University of
Pittsburgh and her PhD from Florida State
University in Tallahassee. She served as
director of administrative services at the
University of Tennessee Library in Knoxville,
and retired from the position of director of
libraries at Eastern Kentucky University in
Richmond, Kentucky in 1999, whereupon she
moved to Rotonda West, Florida. She
authored numerous professional articles and
a book on the efficiency of academic

Susan Payne is the new library director at
Midlands Technical College (Columbia, SC),
Library, effective July 1, 2002. From July
2001 through April 2002 she was the acting
director of the State Library of Pennsylvania.
She served 14 years at the State Library as a
reference librarian, reading room supervisor
and as the assistant director of public
services. She received her Master of
Science degree in Library Science from
Florida State University.

Marina Pereira joined the reference
department of Edith Garland Dupré Library,
University of Louisiana at Lafayette, on
August 1, 2002. Born in Moscow, Russia,
Marina came to the US in 1992 to attend the
University of Idaho in Moscow, Idaho where
she completed a double B. A. in History and
Spanish. She holds a double Masters Degree
in History and Library Information Science at
LSU.

Orion Pozo, engineering collection manager
at the NCSU Libraries recently received the
Homer I. Bernhardt Distinguished Service
Award from the Engineering Libraries Division
(ELD) of the American Society for
Engineering Education (ASEE). The award is
given in recognition of a person whose work
has contributed to the advancement and
development of excellence in engineering
libraries. Pozo has been active in the ASEE
for thirteen years, participating in ASEE
conferences as an attendee, moderator, and
presenter, in addition to being the ELD
Duplicates Exchange innovator. Pozo has
been with NCSU Libraries since 1979.

David Stokes, gifts and development
librarian at Edith Garland Dupré Library at UL
Lafayette, recently won first place in the
graduate division for the W. Darrell Overdyke
Award from the North Louisiana Historical
Association. The paper Stokes submitted
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was entitled “’Wherever the Sand is Damp’:
Union Naval Operations in the Red River
Campaign, 12 March-22 May 1864.”

Kimberly Whalen has been appointed
business librarian for the Goizueta Business
Library at Emory University. She earned her
MLIS at the University of Pittsburgh in
August, 2002, and a BA in marketing from the
Illinois Institute of Technology. Previously
she worked in development and marketing at
the University of Chicago's Graduate School
of Business and the Illinois Institute of
Technology's Stuart School of Business.
Allyson Wilcox is the new instruction
librarian at Ingram Library at the State
University of West Georgia. Allyson is a
recent graduate of the University of North
Carolina at Greensboro.

University of Oregon and an M.S. in
information from the University of Michigan.
Lopez holds a B.A. in Spanish education from
Florida State University, and a MALIS from
the University of South Florida.

SELA Announces 2002-2004 Officers
President – Ann Hamilton, Associate Dean
of the Library, Georgia Southern University
Vice President-President Elect – Judith
Gibbons, Field Services Director,
Kentucky Dept for Libraries & Archives
Treasurer – Diane N. Baird, User Services
Librarian, Middle Tennessee State
University Libraries

Dr. Barbara Wildemuth, a professor at

Secretary – Faith Line, Director, Sumter
County (SC) Library

UNC-Chapel Hill’s School of Information and
Library Science (SILS), has been named the
school’s new associate dean for
undergraduate studies. Her appointment
follows the introduction this fall of the school’s
new major in information science.

News from around the
Southeast

University of Alabama People News: Mary
Alice Fields is now head of information
services, Gorgas Library. Helga Visscher is
head of McLure Education Library. Martha
Bace has been appointed head of cataloging
and Mary Alexander is now coordinator of
metadata services at the University Libraries,
University of Alabama. Interlibrary loan has
been moved to the circulation department
and Janice Simpson is the department
head.
The NCSU Libraries announces the
appointment of the 2002/2004 class of NCSU
Libraries Fellows. Anna Dahlstein began
her fellowship on August 5, 2002; Kelsey
Libner started his on July 8, 2002; and
Monica I. Lopez began her fellowship on
August 27, 2002. Dahlstein earned her B.A.
in government from Harvard University. Her
M.A. in library and information studies is from
the University of Wisconsin-Madison.
Libner’s B.A. is in English from Yale
University. He holds two masters degrees—
an M.S. in cognitive psychology from the
16

ALA Council Candidates
The following candidates from the Southeast
have been slated by the ALA Nominating
Committee for the 2003 Election for ALA
Council: Ismail Abdullahi, Clark Atlanta
University; Rosie L. Albritton, Florida
Memorial College; Fannie M. Cox, University
of Louisville; Charles Forrest, Emory
University; Heidi Lee Hoerman, College of
Library and Information Science, University of
South Carolina; Joyce E. Jelks, Retired,
Atlanta-Fulton Public Library; Ellen Johnson,
University of Central Arkansas; Marie F.
Jones, East Tennessee State University;
Catherine A. Lee, Wesleyan College; Edward
G. McCormack, University of Southern
Mississippi/Gulf Coast; Vicki L. Nesting, St.
Charles Parish Library, Destrehan, LA; Dale
Poulter, Vanderbilt University; Phyllis L.
Ruscella, University of South Florida; and
Karolyn S. Thompson, University of Southern
Mississippi. Ballots will be mailed to ALA
members in March

Southeastern Libraries Join National
Public Education Campaign Promoting
Academic and Research Libraries
Many Southeastern academic libraries have
joined a national public awareness effort to
promote an understanding of the value of
college and research libraries and librarians
in the 21st century. The initiative is part of a
national program sponsored by the American
Library Association (ALA) called @ your
library™, The Campaign for America’s
Libraries.
Developed in collaboration with ACRL, the
academic and research campaign has
several key external goals. These include:
promoting awareness of the unique role of
academic libraries and their contributions to
society; increasing visibility and support for
academic and research libraries and
librarians; helping librarians better market
their services on-site and online; and
positioning academic and research
librarianship as a desirable career
opportunity. The campaign also will position
academic and research libraries and
librarians more prominently in the American

Library Association (ALA) national public
awareness efforts.
As part of the planning process,
approximately 40 academic and research
librarians were invited to participate in a
strategic planning and marketing retreat
hosted by 3M Library Systems in October
2002. (See photo below). Participants
discussed key issues concerning library
marketing and publicity efforts on campus,
including how to identify key users or
“customers,” how to develop appropriate
messages, what vehicles of communication
should be used to promote academic and
research libraries, and how to prepare longterm marketing plans.
Participants in the 3M Library Systems retreat
from the Southeast included Catherine Lee,
Wesleyan College (Macon, GA); William
Miller, Florida Atlantic University; Emma
Bradford Perry, Southern University and A&M
College (Baton Rouge, LA); Lance Query,
Tulane University; Willie Hardin, University of
Central Arkansas; and Aubrey Mitchell,
University of Tennessee.
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Book Review
Tams, Jr. W.P. The Smokeless Coal Fields
of West Virginia; A Brief History. Morgantown,
W.V.: West Virginia University Press, 2001.
106pp.
Originally published in 1963 and recently
reprinted through the efforts of Ronald Eller,
professor at University of Kentucky, this book
provides an introduction to the early years of
the coal mining industry in West Virginia.
While scant on details of the hardships of the
life as a coal miner, the reader is reminded
that this is the work of a mining company
owner sharing his side of history. Mr. Tams
was one of the most successful coal
operators in the Southwest region of the state
in the first half of the 20th century, starting at
21 years of age and retiring in 1955 after 51
years dedicated to coal.
The book is part autobiographical and part
encyclopedic. Chapter titles include “Early
Development”, “Finances and Organization”,
“Work in the Mines”, “The Gulf Smokeless
Coal Company” (author’s company), and
“Personalities in the Smokeless Coal Fields.”
Mr. Tams churns out plentiful facts about
production tonnage, land leases and
negotiations with rail companies. The term
‘smokeless’ refers to the type of coal
produced in Southern West Virginia.
Smokeless coal had relatively low gas
content and produced lower amounts of
smoke when burned, making it a highly
desirable grade in densely populated urban
areas such as New England. It also made
Mr. Tams a wealthy man over his life as he
was fortunate to acquire leases on rich
deposits early in his career.
As one who had no previous introduction to
the early coal industry I was fascinated by
Tams’ account of life in the mining towns.
One of the chief responsibilities of an
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operator was to literally build a town, since
the early fields of West Virginia were located
in extremely remote areas that prohibited
commuting to work. It thus became the
operator’s responsibility to provide the basic
necessities to attract workers. Amenities
typically included a company provisions store,
medical facilities, houses of worship and, for
the more paternalistic operators, recreation
such as movie theatres. These communities
defined the term ‘company town’. Mr. Tams
portrays himself as a fair man who expected
a full day’s effort from his miners but paid
higher than market wages and provided
above-standard housing, recreation and
sanitation services. He is also quick to admit
that part of his motivation for providing a
higher standard of living was to keep
organized labor out of his camps, a strategy
which proved successful until the Roosevelt
administration virtually mandated unionization
of all mines by the late 1930’s. Despite these
economic motivations the reader can discern
a strong degree of humanity and empathy for
his miners.
Mr. Tams held a degree from Virginia
Polytechnic University, and a love of history.
He was approached in the early 1960’s by Dr.
Robert Munn, Director of Libraries at West
Virginia University Library, to write this book.
He pays great thanks to Dr. Munn for his
assistance in researching the personal
histories of other coal operators, which make
up the latter portion of the book. At 106
pages it can be read in one sitting. The
author does not waste words and the reader
is left with a base introduction to the West
Virginia mining industry. Recommended to
anyone interested in Appalachia, late 19th and
early 20th century mining history of West
Virginia, and biographical figures from this
era and place.
- Frank Allen, SELn editor
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Are you on the SELA Listserv?
If not you need to be! This is an excellent way to stay informed on issues of interest to SELA
members and librarians across the south. To subscribe:
1. Send e-mail to: listserv@news.cc.ucf.edu
2. Leave the subject line blank,
3. In the body of the message, type: subscribe SELA [then type in your name but without
these brackets]
4. To send a message to the listserv, send mail to SELA@NEWS.CC.UCF.EDU
Instructions can also be found on the SELA web site at: http://sela.lib.ucf.edu/listserv.html
For technical listserv questions, please contact Selma Jaskowski <selmaj@mail.ucf.edu>.
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